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Remarks

• What is the situation in the United States?

• What are some of the challenges and opportunities in 
working with farms with these attributes?

• What do our Field Offices report about engaging these key 
operations?

• Why this topic is important for an Agricultural Statistics 
Agency.



Causes and Characteristics of 
Complexity

From “Complex Agricultural Establishments”

– Many complexities are associated with the size of 
establishments. 

– Some Suggested Attributes:
• Production contracts
• Marketing contracts 
• Vertical integration 
• Dispersed asset ownership, management, and returns, 
• Use of farmland (Land management companies), 
• Output sales discovery for open market sales (e.g. 

cooperatives)  



The Situation in the 
United States with Regard 

to Collection of Agricultural 
Statistics from Complex 

Farming Operations

















An Illustration



“We offer three levels of consulting swine services. At each level our 
consulting veterinarians can help you make important choices about 
animal health, animal comfort, and ways to make your operation 
profitable.

Swine Production and Health Supervision
Veterinarians work as consultants to proactively avert herd health 
problems and encourage financial success through…

Health programs, production record-keeping, monthly 
assessments, and marketing education.

Swine Production Management
We will oversee production activities including…

Health programs, production record-keeping, monthly 
assessments, marketing education, nutrition programs, barn 
employees, (through our EMP SERV, LLC division), along with 
trucking and logistics.

Full Service Swine Management Our professional team will 
supervise all aspects of an operation for a busy crop farmer or 
investor, including…

Health programs, production record-keeping, monthly 
assessments, marketing education, nutrition programs, barn 
employees, (through our EMP SERV, LLC division), along with 
trucking and logistics, complete financial oversight, and 
marketing.”







Perceptions of Field Office 
staff regarding complex 

farming operations











Why is this Topic Important to an Agricultural Statistics Agency?

• Complex agricultural operations 
…do not always “fit”

…may have different costs and errors

…small part of the population, large portion of many estimates

…many vying for attention of firm

…key consumers of statistical information.

…expect special handling

…have many touch points

…are key influencers

…complexity may be situational or constant

…need specific engagement strategies



Your Questions


